
Sophomore Core Summer Reading Project 

 The purpose of the sophomore core summer reading project is for you to continue 

independent reading throughout the summer.  The titles chosen are high interest, thought 

provoking, contemporary teen/adult novels.  

  

In August, when you return to school, please know that your assignment will be worth 

10% of your first quarter English grade.  All students are expected to complete this project.  

  

Located at the end of the packet, to help guide you through this project, you will find 

example models from Romeo and Juliet for each reading activity.  Use these models to help you 

formulate your own responses for each reading activity. 

  

Choose one of the books listed below (detailed book descriptions are attached): 

 I am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced, by Nujood Ali 

 The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak 

 Looking for Alaska, by John Green 

 Forged by Fire, by Sharon Draper 

 Ironman, by Chris Crutcher 

 Someone Like You, Sarah Dessen 

 Twisted, by Laurie Halse Anderson 

 13 Reasons Why, Jay Asher 

 Before I Die, Jenny Downham 

 The Hoopster, by Alan Lawrence Sitomer 

 

 

Books are available at your local libraries and book stores. 



Book Descriptions 

I am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced, by Nujood Ali:  Forced by her father to marry a man three times 
her age, young Nujood Ali was sent away from her parents and beloved sisters and made to live with her 
husband and his family in an isolated village in rural Yemen. There she suffered daily from physical and 
emotional abuse by her mother-in-law and nightly at the rough hands of her spouse. Flouting his oath to 
wait to have sexual relations with Nujood until she was no longer a child, he took her virginity on their 
wedding night.  She was only ten years old. Unable to endure the pain and distress any longer, Nujood 
fled—not for home, but to the courthouse of the capital, paying for a taxi ride with a few precious coins 
of bread money. When a renowned Yemeni lawyer heard about the young victim, she took on Nujood’s 
case and fought the archaic system in a country where almost half the girls are married while still under 

the legal age.  

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak:  Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s 
groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel 
scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t 
resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her 
stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as wel l as with the Jewish man hidden in her 
basement before he is marched to Dachau. This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to 

feed the soul. 

Looking for Alaska, by John Green (930L):  Before. Miles “Pudge” Halter is done with his safe life at 
home. His whole life has been one big non-event, and his obsession with famous last words has only 
made him crave “the Great Perhaps” even more (Francois Rabelais, poet). He heads off to the 
sometimes crazy and anything-but-boring world of Culver Creek Boarding School, and his life becomes 
the opposite of safe. Because down the hall is Alaska Young. The gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, self-
destructive, screwed up, and utterly fascinating Alaska Young. She is an event unto herself. She pulls 
Pudge into her world, launches him into the Great Perhaps, and steals his heart. Then. . . . After. Nothing 

is ever the same. 

Forged by Fire, by Sharon Draper (780L):  When Gerald was a child he was fascinated by fire. 

But fire is dangerous and powerful, and tragedy strikes. His substance-addicted mother is taken 
from him. Then he loses the loving generosity of a favorite aunt. A brutal stepfather with a 
flaming temper and an evil secret makes his life miserable. The one bright light in Gerald's life is 
his little half sister, Angel, whom he struggles to protect from her father, Jordan Sparks, who 
abuses her, and from their mother, whose irresponsible behavior forces Gerald to work hard to 
keep the family together. As a teenager, Gerald finds success as a member of the Hazelwood 
Tigers basketball team, while Angel develops her talents as a dancer. Trouble still haunts them, 
however, and Gerald learns, painfully, that young friends can die and old enemies must be 
faced. In the end he must stand up to his stepfather alone in a blazing confrontation. 

Ironman, by Chris Crutcher (980L):  Bo has been at war with his father for as long as he can 

remember. The rage he feels gives him the energy as a triathlete to press his body to the limit, but it also 

translates into angry outbursts toward his teachers. Now dangerously close to expulsion from school, Bo 

has been assigned to Anger Management sessions with the school "truants." With an eclectic mix of 

hard-edged students, Bo may finally have to deal with his long-brewing hatred for his father -- before it 

eats away at him completely. 



Someone Like You, Sarah Dessen:  Halley has always followed in the wake of her best friend, Scarlett. 

But when Scarlett learns that her boyfriend has been killed in a motorcycle accident, and that she's 

carrying his baby, she's devastated. For the first time ever, Scarlett really needs Halley. Though their 

friendship may be tested by the strain, like a true friendship, it will endure.  

Twisted, by Laurie Halse Anderson (HL680L):  High school senior Tyler Miller used to be the kind of 

guy who faded into the background. But since he got busted for doing graffiti on the school, and spent 

the summer doing outdoor work to pay for it, he stands out like you wouldn’t believe. His new physique 

attracts the attention of queen bee Bethany Milbury, who just so happens to be his father’s boss’s 

daughter, the sister of his biggest enemy and Tyler’s secret crush. And that sets off a string of events and 

changes that have Tyler questioning his place in school, in his family, and in the world. 

13 Reasons Why, Jay Asher:  Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his 

name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker - his 

classmate and crush - who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's voice tells him that there are 

thirteen reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find out why. 

Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to 

Hannah's pain, and learns the truth about himself-a truth he never wanted to face. 

Before I Die, Jenny Downham:  Tessa has just months to live. Fighting back against hospital visits, 

endless tests, and drugs with excruciating side effects, Tessa compiles a list. It’s her To Do Before I Die 

list. And number one is Sex. Released from the constraints of “normal” life, Tessa tastes new 

experiences to make her feel alive while her failing body struggles to keep up.  Tessa’s feelings, her 

relationships with her father and brother, her estranged mother, her best friend, and her new boyfriend, 

are all painfully crystallized in the precious weeks before Tessa’s time finally runs out.  

The Hoopster, by Alan Lawrence Sitomer:  Andre Anderson is an African American teenager with a 

bright future. He loves to play basketball. He loves to hang out with his friends. He loves to laugh. Andre 

has skills, brains, and heart. He also has a dream. Then he is viciously attacked. Now everything he ever 

believed about the world has been called into question. Even his deadly jump shot. How can a man get 

up when he has been unjustly beaten down? Andre is about to find out. Andre is The Hoopster.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conflicts 

DIRECTIONS:  Fill in as many of the boxes below as you can with specific examples of different types of conflict in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Events 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

   Individual(s) vs. nature 

Events 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

   Individual(s) vs. individual(s) 

Events 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

   Individual(s) vs. technology 

Events 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

   Individual(s) vs. society 

Events 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

   Individual(s) vs. self 



Themes 

DIRECTIONS:  Write about themes (central ideas/messages) that are in the book.  Use the theme starters below to help you. 

Theme Starters:  anger, change, courage, despair, determination, empathy, envy, evil, fear, friendship, greed, 
hate, jealousy, knowledge, love, loyalty, perseverance, revenge, righteousness, rivalry, sympathy, trust, wisdom 

 

Themes 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Character Inference Chart 

DIRECTIONS: Gather evidence about two main characters in the book.  Using the evidence, support your inferences (conclusions) about 
each character. 

Character: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data & Attributes 
(age, gender, family info, all 
the basic info) 

Appearance 
(Clues about what the character 
looks like) 

Words & Thoughts 
(that hint  at what the character is 
like) 

Actions 
(things characters do give hints 
about the character) 

Reactions 
(to persons & events that lead to 
inferences about the character) 

Inferences about the character:  What is he/she like?  How do you know?   
 
 
 
 
 

Character: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data & Attributes 
(age, gender, family info, all 
the basic info) 

Appearance 
(Clues about what the character 
looks like) 

Words & Thoughts 
(that hint  at what the character is 
like) 

Actions 
(things characters do give hints 
about the character) 

Reactions 
(to persons & events that lead to 
inferences about the character) 

Inferences about the character:  What is he/she like?  How do you know?   
 
 
 
 



Connections 

DIRECTIONS:  Make different types of connections to the book including: text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections. 

Text-to-Self Text-to-Text Text-to-World 

How does the text remind you of an 
experience or something you already 

know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the text remind you of 
something you have already read? 

 

 

 

How does the text remind you of 
something that happened in the world or 

is currently happening? 

 

 



Reflection 

DIRECTIONS:  In a few paragraphs, reflect on the concepts (big ideas) and themes (central ideas/messages) in the book by explaining how you 

felt about a few specific situations.  You may want to cite specific parts of the text to support your thoughts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MODEL - Conflicts 

DIRECTIONS:  Fill in as many of the boxes below as you can with specific examples of different types of conflict in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Events 

Romeo & Juliet vs. natural desire 

Human society says that Romeo and Juliet 
should not love each other, but when they 
see each other at the party, nature kicks in 
and makes them fall in love.  While they 
enjoy being in love, it ultimately leads to both 

of their deaths. 

X   Individual(s) vs. nature 

Events 

__Romeo vs. Tybalt____________________ 

Romeo loves Juliet, a Capulet, but her cousin 
Tybalt does not approve due to the feud 
between  their families.   At first Romeo 
doesn’t want to fight Tybalt, but after Tybalt 
murders Romeo’s friend, Mercutio, Romeo 

wants revenge causing a major conflict. 

X   Individual(s) vs. individual(s) 

Events 

______________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

   Individual(s) vs. technology 

Events 

Romeo & Juliet vs. their families 

Romeo & Juliet want to love each other, but 
their families are feuding.  According to the 
social rules of feuds, Romeo & Juliet are 

forbidden to love. 

X   Individual(s) vs. society Events 

Romeo vs. himself 

Romeo promises Juliet that he will never 
harm any of her family members and that he 
will try to win them over.  When Juliet’s 
cousin, Tybalt, kills Romeo’s best friend, 
however, his desire for revenge conflicts with 
his desire to keep his promise and not harm 

Juliet’s family.  

X    Individual(s) vs. self 



MODEL - Themes 

DIRECTIONS:  Write about themes (central ideas/messages) that are in the book.  Use the theme starters below to help you. 

Theme Starters:  anger, change, courage, despair, determination, empathy, envy, evil, fear, friendship, greed, hate, 

jealousy, knowledge, love, loyalty, perseverance, revenge, righteousness, rivalry, sympathy, trust, wisdom 
 

Theme(s) 
 

Hasty LOVE might lead to your destruction.  Looking at the individuals vs. nature conflict in the play, Shakespeare is telling us that when we 
let our natural impulses guide us; sometimes we can get in trouble. Friar Laurence tries to warn Romeo in Act II, scene 4 by saying “These 
violent delights have violent ends,” but Romeo does not resist the power of love and ends up dead in his lover’s tomb. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The desire for REVENGE can make us forget what’s really important.  Considering the conflict between Romeo and Tybalt, Romeo has a choice: 
keep his promise to his true love and make peace with Tybalt or avenge his best friend’s death.  The power of revenge is so g reat, that it 
overwhelms Romeo, forcing him to murder his true love’s cousin. Although he blames the messy outcome on fate (“I am Fortune’s foo l”), he 
could have chosen peace and forgiveness which would have prevented the tragic events in the second half of the play: his banishment,  Juliet’s 
fake death, and Romeo’s subsequent suicide.  Revenge, however, was too powerful. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sometimes it takes a tragedy to bring about true WISDOM.  The feud between the Montagues and the Capulets was so old that no one 
remembered what the original cause was (the grudge is called “ancient” by the Prologue and later Benvolio tells the fighting servants they 
“know not what you do”).  Romeo & Juliet, in conflict with their families’ “rules”, insist on loving each other anyway.  When this eventually 
leads to both of their deaths, it’s only then that the families realize how stupid the feud was and decide to make peace.  Many people had to 
die before the wisdom of love could be accepted. 
 

 

 

 



MODEL - Character Inference Chart 

DIRECTIONS: Gather evidence about two main characters in the book.  Using the evidence, support your inferences (conclusions) about 

each character.  

Character: 
 

 

Romeo 

 
 
 
 
 

Data & Attributes 
(age, gender, family info, all 
the basic info) 
 
 

-around seventeen 

-a Montague 

-from a wealthy family 

Appearance 
(Clues about what the character 
looks like) 
 
 

-handsome 

Words & Thoughts 
(that hint  at what the character is 
like) 
 
 

-doesn’t want to dance; says 

he has lead feet 

-first word to Juliet is “I’d 

like to kiss you!” 

-balcony speech about Juliet 

Actions 
(things characters do give hints 
about the character) 
 
 

-sees and then talks to 

Juliet at the Capulet party 

Reactions 
(to persons & events that lead to 
inferences about the character) 
 
 

-has been wandering alone 

and sighing lately because 

Rosaline won’t marry him 

Inferences about the character:  What is he/she like?  How do you know?   

-Romeo is a hopeless romantic because he is taken with the idea of being tragically in love.  Romeo is a player because he 

has a new love interest really fast.  Romeo is melodramatic because he thinks Juliet is more beautiful than the moon. 

 

Character: 
 
 
 

Juliet 

 
 
 
 
 

Data & Attributes 
(age, gender, family info, all 
the basic info) 
 

-about to turn 14 

-a Capulet 

-from a wealthy family 

Appearance 
(Clues about what the character 
looks like) 
 

- strikingly beautiful 

Words & Thoughts 
(that hint  at what the character is 
like) 
 

-not interested in getting 

married 

-says she will die almost if 

Romeo is already married 

-“Romeo, oh, Romeo. . .” 

Actions 
(things characters do give hints 
about the character) 
 

-kisses Romeo very soon 

after he asks 

 

-promises to marry him in 

their 2nd conversation 

Reactions 
(to persons & events that lead to 
inferences about the character) 
 

-willing to look at Paris(who’s 

30) as a future husband, but is 

not very interested in him or 

anyone 

-wants Romeo more now when 

she learns he’s a Montague 

Inferences about the character:  What is he/she like?  How do you know?   

Juliet is indecisive, but somewhat practical because she knows that she will need to marry someone soon.  Juliet is charmed by 

Romeo’s words and appearance because she is smitten with him.  Juliet is blinded by love because she forgets that he’s the 

enemy and may be a bit rebellious. 

 



MODEL - Connections 

DIRECTIONS:  Make different types of connections to the book including: text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections. 

Text-to-Self Text-to-Text Text-to-World 

How does the text remind you of an 
experience or something you already 

know? 

 

The relationship in the play between 
Romeo and Juliet and their forbidden 
love remind me of a relationship that I 
once had.  I dated a boy that my 
parents did not like.  They thought 
that he was a bad influence on me 
because I stayed out past my curfew 
with him.  My parents grounded me 
and forbid me to see him.  In the end, 
my parents were right because he 
ended up cheating on me, but I did 
not tell my parents because I did not 

want them to know they were right.   

 

 

 

 

How does the text remind you of 
something you have already read? 

 

 

The play reminds me of the book The 

Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins.  In 

this book, Katniss goes against the 

Capitol because she does not believe 

in what they stand for.  In the play, 

Romeo and Juliet go against their 

parents because they get secretly 

married.  These characters follow 

their heart and do what they believe 

is right, even if it means going against 

others. 

 

How does the text remind you of 
something that happened in the world or is 

currently happening? 

 

Gang violence is a huge problem 
throughout the world today.  People 
in gangs represent their crew with 
colors and symbols.  They are 
enemies based on the colors that they 
wear.  In the play, the Montagues and 
Capulets are enemies because of an 
ancient grudge.  People in these 
families even kill each other because 
of this grudge and the desire for 
revenge.  Similarly, people who are in 
gangs kill people in other gangs 
because they view them as their 

enemy.  

 



MODEL - Reflection 

DIRECTIONS:  In a few paragraphs, reflect on the concepts (big ideas) and themes (central ideas/messages) in the book by explaining how you felt 

about a few specific situations.  You may want to cite specific parts of the text to support your thoughts. 

     One major concept in the play is forbidden love and what two lovers are willing to do for each other.  Romeo 
and Juliet come from enemy families; however, they fall in love at first sight and will do anything to be together.  
In the end, they go as far as committing suicide because they cannot bear the thought of living life without each 
other.  Romeo sees Juliet in the tomb; she appears dead but is really about to wake up.  Right before Romeo kills 
himself he says, “Here, here will I remain / With worms that are thy chambermaids” (V. iii. 111-112).  Romeo is 
willing to kills himself to he can lie dead with Juliet.  When Juliet wakes up she sees Romeo dead and decides to 
kill herself.  I think that both Romeo and Juliet made hasty decisions when they decided to kill themselves.  They 
are young and inexperienced in relationships. If I were in their situation, I would have realized that I could still live 
a great life and find someone else in the world to love.  There is no way that I would kill myself because the 
person that I loved most in the world was dead.  
 
     Another concept in the play is hatred and the desire for revenge only leads to more problems.  The Montague 
and Capulet families hate each other because of some ancient grudge that is never revealed.  The people in these 
families are constantly fighting with one another.  When Tybalt over hears Romeo speaking at the Capulet party, 
he recognizes Romeo’s voice and vows revenge.  Tybalt says, “I will withdraw; but this intrusion shall / Now 
seeming sweet, convert to bitter gall” (I. v. 100-101).  Ultimately, Tybalt dies because of his intense desire to seek 
revenge.  Romeo kills Tybalt in a fit of rage for killing his best friend Mercutio.  Romeo could not control himself 
and was taken over by his desire for revenge.  Romeo’s actions in turn cause his exile, which separates him from 
his new wife Juliet.  This separation is the cause of miscommunication and eventually leads to the suicides of both 
Romeo and Juliet.  As a result, the hatred and desire for revenge exhibited by these characters leads to their 
demise.  I think that these families should have realized that there are more important things in life than their 
hated for each other.  I think that Romeo should have controlled his emotions and been rationale about the 
situation.  If these families got over their grudge, none of this would have happened.  Tybalt would not have killed 
Mercutio; Romeo would not have killed Tybalt; Romeo would not have been exiled; Romeo and Juliet would not 
have committed suicide.  All of the death in this tragic play is stems from hatred and revenge. 
 

 


